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ADR may be employed, the forms of
ADR commonly employed using Board
judges as neutrals are: case evaluation
by a settlement judge (with or without
mediation by the judge); arbitration;
mini-trial; summary (time and
procedurally limited) trial with one-
judge; summary binding (non-
appealable) bench decision; and fact-
finding.

(c) ADR for Non-Docketed Disputes.
As a general matter the earlier a dispute
is identified and resolved, the less the
financial and other costs incurred by the
parties. When a contract is not yet
complete there may be opportunities to
eliminate tensions through ADR and to
confine and resolve problems in a way
that the remaining performance is eased
and improved. For these reasons, the
Board is available to provide a full range
of ADR services and facilities before, as
well as after, a case is filed with the
Board. A contracting officer’s decision is
not a prerequisite for the Board to
provide ADR services and such services
may be furnished whenever they are
warranted by the overall best interests of
the parties. The forms of ADR most
suitable for mid-performance disputes
are often the non-dispositive forms such
as mediation, facilitation and fact-
finding, mini-trials, or non-binding
arbitration, although binding arbitration
is also available.

(d) Availability of Information on
ADR. Parties are encouraged to consult
with the Board regarding the Board’s
ADR services at the earliest possible
time. A handbook describing Board
ADR is available from the Board upon
request.

§ 1023.9 General guidelines.
(a) The principles of this Overview

shall apply to all Board functions unless
a specific provision of the relevant rules
of practice applies. It is, however,
impractical to articulate a rule to fit
every circumstance. Accordingly, this
part, and the other Board Rules
referenced in it, will be interpreted and
applied consistent with the Board’s
responsibility to provide just,
expeditious, and inexpensive resolution
of cases before it. When Board rules of
procedure do not cover a specific
situation, a party may contend that the
Board should apply pertinent provisions
from the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure. However, while the Board
may refer to the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure for guidance, such Rules are
not binding on the Board absent a ruling
or order to the contrary.

(b) The Board is responsible to the
parties, the public, and the Secretary for
the expeditious resolution of cases
before it. Accordingly, subject to the

objection of a party, the procedures and
time limitations set forth in rules of
procedure may be modified, consistent
with law and fairness. Presiding judges
and hearing officers may issue
prehearing orders varying procedures
and time limitations if they determine
that purposes of the CDA or the interests
of justice would be advanced thereby
and provided both parties consent.
Parties should not consume an entire
period authorized for an action if the
action can be sooner completed.
Informal communication between
parties is encouraged to reduce time
periods whenever possible.

(c) The Board shall conduct
proceedings in compliance with the
security regulations and requirements of
the Department or other agency
involved.

4. Subpart A is amended by removing
§§ 1023.1 through § 1023.6,
redesignating § 1023.20 as § 1023.120
and adding §§ 1023.101 and 1023.102,
reading as follows:

§ 1023.101 Scope and purpose.
The rules of the Board of Contract

Appeals are intended to govern all
appeal procedures before the
Department of Energy Board of Contract
Appeals (Board) which are within the
scope of the Contract Disputes Act of
1978 (41 U.S.C. 601 et seq.). The rules,
with modifications determined by the
Board to be appropriate to the nature of
the dispute, also apply to all other
contract and subcontract related appeals
which are properly before the Board.

§ 1023.102 Effective date.
The rules of the Board of Contract

Appeals shall apply to all proceedings
filed on or after June 6, 1997, except that
Rule 1 (a) and (b) of § 1023.120 shall
apply only to appeals filed on or after
October 1, 1995.

§ 1023.120 [Amended]
5. Newly designated section 1023.120

is amended by revising ‘‘$50,000’’ to
read ‘‘$100,000’’ in the following
paragraphs:
Rule 1, paragraph (b)
Rule 1, paragraph (c)
Rule 6, paragraph (b)
Rule 14, paragraph (a)

6. Newly designated section 1023.120
is amended by revising ‘‘$10,000’’ to
read ‘‘$50,000’’ in the following
paragraphs:
Rule 6, paragraph (b)
Rule 13, paragraph (a)

Subpart B—[Removed and Reserved]

7. Subpart B—is removed and
reserved.

§ 1023.327 [Amended]

8. Section 1023.327 of subpart C is
amended by revising ‘‘10 CFR 1023.20’’
to read ‘‘10 CFR 1023.120.’’

[FR Doc. 97–11728 Filed 5–6–97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450–01–P

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION

12 CFR Parts 620 and 630

RIN 3052–AB62

Disclosure to Shareholders;
Disclosure to Investors in Systemwide
and Consolidated Bank Debt
Obligations of the Farm Credit System;
Quarterly Report; Effective Date

AGENCY: Farm Credit Administration.
ACTION: Notice of effective date.

SUMMARY: The Farm Credit
Administration (FCA) published a final
rule under parts 620 and 630 on March
31, 1997 (62 FR 15089). The final rule
amends the regulations governing the
preparation, filing, and distribution of
Farm Credit System (FCS or System)
bank and association reports to
shareholders and investors. The rule
implements a statutory amendment that
supersedes the regulatory requirement
that FCS institutions disseminate
quarterly reports to shareholders. In
accordance with 12 U.S.C. 2252, the
effective date of the final rule is 30 days
from the date of publication in the
Federal Register during which either or
both Houses of Congress are in session.
Based on the records of the sessions of
Congress, the effective date of the
regulations is May 6, 1997.
EFFECTIVE DATE: The regulation
amending 12 CFR parts 620 and 630
published on March 31, 1997 (62 FR
15089) is effective May 6, 1997.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Laurie A. Rea, Policy Analyst, Policy
Development and Risk Control, Farm
Credit Administration, McLean, VA
22102–5090, (703) 883–4498

or
William L. Larsen, Senior Attorney,

Office of General Counsel, Farm
Credit Administration, McLean, VA
22102–5090, (703) 883–4020, TDD
(703) 883–4444.

(12 U.S.C. 2252(a) (9) and (10))
Dated: May 1, 1997.

Floyd Fithian,
Secretary, Farm Credit Administration Board.
[FR Doc. 97–11783 Filed 5–6–97; 8:45 am]
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